

REF 

it inftruets the fcholar In the various methods of difcovering 
and refilling the fubtil tl icks of fophtflers. Watts. 

To REFE'EL v. a. [nf&d 7 Lat. refercr* Fr.] 
i # To dlfinifs fur information or judgment* 

Thole caufe3 the divine hiftorian refers us to* and not to 
any productions out of nothing. Burned s Theory oj the Earth. 

2. To betake for dediion. 

The heir of his kingdom hath herfelf unto a poor, 

but worthy gentleman. Skakefp. Cymbcline. 

3. To reduce to, as to the ultimate end. 

You profels and pra&ife to refer all things to yonrfelfi Bac. 

4* To reduce* as to a clafs* 

The felts* predominant in quick lime, we refer rather to 
lixiviate, than acid. Style on Colours* 

To Refe r, v. n . To refpeCt; to have relation. 

Of thofe places, that refer to the fhutting and opening the 
ahyfs, 1 take notice of that in job. Burnet. 

Referee^ n.f. [from refer .] One to whom any thing is 
referred. 

Referees and arbitrators feldora forget themfclves. VEjlr. 
Reference, n.fi [from refer.} 

1. Relation j refpeCt; view towards , allufiofl to. 

The knowledge of that which man is in reference unto him- 
felf and other things In relation unto man, I may term the 
mother of all thofe principles, which are decrees in that law 
of nature, whereby human actions are framed. Hooker % 

f up iter was the foil of /Ether and Dies , fo called, becaufe 
the one \i%Trtfertme to his celeftial conditions, the other dif- 
tovered his natural virtues. Raleigh's Hijhry of the World . 

Chriftian religion commands fobriety, temperance and mo¬ 
deration, in reference to our appetites and paflions# Tdlotjou. 

2* Dilmiffion to another tribunal. 

It palled in England without the leaft reference hither, Siu. 
Referf/ndary. n.fi [referendus^ Lat.] One to wfrofe dcci- 
fion any thing is referred. 

In fuita, it is good to refer to fume friend of truft j but let 
him chute well his referendaries * Bacon's Ejjays. 

To Refers e / nt, v.a, [re and ferment.} To ferment anew, 
Th 1 admitted nitre agitates the flood. 

Revives its fire, and referments the blood, Butchmre. 

Refe^rrible. adj. [from refer,} Capable of being confidered, 

as in relation to fo me thing die. 

Onto God all parts of time are alike, unto whom none are 
ref err Idle y and all things p relent, unto whom nothing is paft 
or to come, but who is the lame yefterday, to-day and to¬ 
morrow. Brawn s Vulgar Err&urs. 

To REFTNE, v. a, [rajfuwy Fr.] 

1* To purify ; to clear from drofe and recrement. 

I will refine them as fiiver is refined^ and will try them as 
gold is tried. Zecfh xiii, 9 - 

Weigh ev ry word, andev'ry thought refine * Anon. 

The red Dutch currant yields a rich juice, to be diluted 
with a quantity of water boiled with refined(w gar. Mortimer* 

2. To make elegant; to polilh ; to make accurate. 

Queen Elizabeth's time was a golden age tor a world of?v- 
fined whs, who honoured poefy with their pens, Peacham* 
Love refines the thoughts, and hath his feat 
In rcafon* Milton, 

The fame traditional floth, which renders the bodies of 
children, born from wealthy parents, weak, may perhaps 
refine their fpirits, Swift. 

To Refi'ne, v. n. 

1* To improve in point of accuracy or delicacy* 

Chaucer refined on Boceace, and mended Rories* DyydtH. 

Let a: lord but own the happy lines; 

How the wit brightens, how the feflfe refines ! Pope. 

2. 'Fo grow pure. 

The pure limpid {bream, when foul with flams, 

Works itfelf clear, and as it runs refines , Adiifon. 

2. To afteft nicety. . , 

He makes another paragraph about our refining in controver- 

fy, and coming nearer ffill to the church of Rome. Atterhurp 

Refi nediy, adv. 1 from refine.} With affedted elegance. 

Will any dog 

Ref mAh leave his bitches and his bones. 

To turn a wheel ? 

Refinement. n.J* [from refined] 

1. The ael of purifying, by clearing any thing from drols and 

recrementitious matter. , - 

The more bodies are of kin to fpirtt in fubtilty andr^fr 

ment. the more diffufive are they* i orits. 

2. Improvement inelegance or purity. 

From the civil war to tins time, I doubt whether the cos - 
ruptions 111 our language have not equalled its refinement *. bits. 

-7. Artificial praftice, .... 

The rules religion preferibes arc more fuccefsftil in ptimiclc 

and private affiiifs,tlian the refinements oi irregular tunning. AT;• 

j. Affectation of elegant improvement. 

I ht flirts about town had adefign to leave us in the lurch, 
by fome of their late refinmmts. Addifln i Guardian. 

Rei iNER. n.J'. [from refined] 

,, purifier; one who clears from drofs or recrement. 

The nfir.cn of iron cbfene, that that iron hone is harddt 
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to melt, which is fuilcfl of metal ; and that eafiefi, which 
hath molt drols. Bacon’i Phyftcai krmai;: u 

2. Improver in elegance. . r 

As the\ have been the great refiners of our language, fo it 
hath been my chief ambition to imitate them. Swift, 

■t. Inventor of fuperfluous fubtilties. 

No men fee Ids of the truth of things, than thefe great 
refiners upon incidents, who are lo wonderfully fubtle, and 
over wife in their conceptions. Addijon't Spectator, N- 1 j jq. 
Some refiners pretend to argue for the ufefuliieis oi parties 


in fuch a government as nun 


unfit. 


To Refi't. v. a. [ref ait, Fr. recall fit.] To repair; to ie 
{lore after damage. 

He will not allow that there are any fuch figns of art in the 
make of the prelent globe, or that there was fo great care 

. i. ill , T..|» -.t ,, t .n nrrniM -rtf" flti* llrY^ f V r '" " 


soaw. 
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Shakefp. 


taken in the refitting of it up again at the deluge. 

Permit our fhips a flicker on your fhoars, 

Refitted from your woods with planks and oars, Urydtrt. 
To REFLECT.' v. a. [refiechir y Fr* refiedi^ Lar.J To 
throw back* 

We, his gather'd beams 
Refilled, may with matter fere foment* 

Bodies dole together;^// their own colour. 

To Refle ct. v. n. 

1, To throw back light* 

In dead men's feu 11 , and in thofe holes. 

Where eyes did once inhabit, there were crept 
As ’twere in fcorn of eyes, refle fling gems* 

2. To bend back. 

Inanimate matter moves always in a ftraight line, arid never 
rep as in an angle, nor bends in a circle, which is a comi- 
nual refleftion, unlefs either by fome external impulfe, or by 
an intrinfick principle of gravity* Bentley's Semens. 

2_ To throw back the thouglits upon the pall: or on themfclves* 
The imagination calls thoughts In our way, and forces the 
underhanding to refit® upon them* Du;pa. 

In every zS&Qti refit® upon the end ; and in your under¬ 
taking it, coniider why you do it. ^ Taylor. 

Who faith, who could fuch ill events expert ? 

With iharnc on his own counfels doth refit i, Denham. 
When men are grown up, and refit ti oji their own minds, 
they cannot find any thing more ancient there, than thofe 
opinions which were taught them before their memory began 
to keep a reglfler oi their actions* Lode. 

It is hardT that any part of my land fhould be fettled upon 
one who has ufed me io ill ^ and yet I could not lee a fprig 
of any bough of this w hole walk oi trees, but I fhould re* 
fie® upon her and her fe verity. Add Jin's Spectator. 

Let the king difmifs his woes, - ^ 

Refuting on her fair renown ; 

And take the cyprefs from his brows. 

To put his wonted laurels on* Prkn 

4. i o conlider attentively* 

Into my felf my rea ion’s eye I turn’d ; 

And as I much rtp&id* much I mourn’d* Prior. 

5. To throw reproach or cenfure. 

Neither do I reflect in the leaft Upon the memory of Ills 
late majefty, whom I entirely acquit of any imputation* Sw. 

6. To bring reproach. 

Errors of wives reflect on hufbands frill. Dry den* 

RefllYtent. adj. [rejiulens^ Lat.j Bending back ; dying 
back. 

The ray dependent, and the ray refieBtnt) flying with fo 
great a Ipeed, that the air between them cannot take a formal 
play any way, before the beams of the light be on both hdes 
of it; it follows, that, according to the nature of humid 
things, it mull hrfl onlv I well. Digby m tne beui. 

REFLECTION, n.fi [from refie® : thence I think reflexion left 
proper: reflexion* Fr. rep ex us ^ Lat.j 

1. The of throwing back. 

The eye fees not itfelf. 

But by refer lion from other things* Shakfp. Julius Or fur. 
If the fun's light conlifted but of one fort oi rays, there 
wou ld be but one colour, and it would b impartible to pro * 
duce anv new by rep®urns 01 refractiuns* Chrync. 

The aft of bending back* 1 

Inanimate matter moves always in a ftraight line, nor ever 
reflects in an anvlc or circle, which is a continual refits dun > 
unlcfs by feme external impulfe. Bentleys Scnnonu 

That which is reflected. 

She fhincs not upon fools, left the refieDdhn fliouid hart 
h er . Shakefp. Cymbentyi* 

As the fun in water we can bear, 

Yet not the fun, but his refiedtion there ; 

So let us view her here, in what file was, 

And take her image in this watry glali. Dijden* 

Thought thrown back upon the pall* 

The three firft parts I dedicate to iny old friends, to ta' 

.. , * * ft .-** i_r_L ntrt* 
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off thoie melancholy refect ions ^ which the 
ftrmity and death may give them. 

This dreadful image fo poffdVd her mind, 
She ceas'd all farther hope ; and now began 
To mak” reft etivn on th' unhappy man. 
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Job’s reflect ions on his once flourifhing eftate, dki at the 
flnrie time afflict and encourage him. Atterhiry. 

Wliai wounding reproaches of lou! mufl he feel, from the 
reflexions on his own ingratitude. Rogers's Sermons. 

The action of the mind upon itfelf. 

Reflection is the perception of the operations of our own 

minds within us, as it is employed about the ideas it has 

Locke, 

go t. 

Attentive con fide rat ion. . 

This delight grows and improves under thought and nr- 
ftt'diwi \ and while it exerdfes, does alfo endear itfelf to the 
mind i at the fame time employing and inflaming the medi- 

Cations. South ' s Serm9ns ' 

; He dy\l ; and oh ! may no repHim fhed 
Its poisTiotiS venom on the royal dead. 

Reflective, adj. [from refic®.} 
l # Throwing back images. 

When the weary king gave place to night, 

His beams he to his royal brother lent. 

And fo {hone frill in his re fie®he light. 

In the rcfiefiiw ftream the fighing bride 
Viewing her charms impair'd, abafh'd flialJ hide 

Her peflfive head. II 

2 . Confidcriiig things pafr; confulcring the operations of the 

mind. 

Forc’d by reflexive real on I confefs. 

That human fcicnce is uncertain guefs. Prior , 

Ri;flf/ctor. n.fi [from refit®.] Coiifiderer. 

T here is fcarce any thing that nature has made, or that 
men do fuffer, whence the devout refit®dr cannot take an oc- 
cafion of an afpiring meditation* Boyle on Colours. 

Refle'x. adj. [ipfiemis y Lat.j Directed backward* 

The motions of my mind are as obvious to the reflex afl: 
of the foul, or the turning of the intellectual eye inward upon 
its own adlions, as the pafliohsof my fenfe are obvious to my 
fenfe; I fee the objedt, and 1 perceive that I fee it Hale. 

The order arid beauty of the inanimate parts of the world, 
the difcernible ends ot them do evince by a reflex argument, 
that it is the workmanfhip, not of blind mechanifm or blinder 
chance, but of an intelligent and benign agent. Bentley. 
ReflTx. n.fi [rtfiexus 7 Lat.j Reflection* 

There was no other way for angels to fin, but by reflex of 
their underilaridings upon themfelves* Hooker. 

HI fay yon gray is not the morning’s e)^e, 

Tis but the pale reflex of Cynthia s brow. Shakefp. 

RlflexiriTity. n.fi [from re flexible. \ The quality of be in 2; 
reflexiblc. 

Rt flexibility of rays is their difpofttion to be re fie fled or 
runted back into the fame medium from any other medium, 
upon whole furface they fall ; and r^ys are more or left re- 
flexible, which are turned back more or Ids eafily. Newton. 
Refle'xiele* adj. [imiwrefitxus^ Lat.j Capable to be thrown 
back* 

Sir Ifaac Newton has demonflrated, by convincing experi¬ 
ments, that the fight of the fun confifts of rays differently 
refrangible and refitxible \ and that thofe rays are differently 
rsfiexibh, that are differently refrangible* Cheytie. 

REFLEXIVE, adj. [reflexm^ Lat.j Having refpcdl to fomediing 
paft. 

That afiuxance reflexive cannot be a divine faith, but at the 
moil an human, ytt fuch as perhaps I may have no doubt- 
^ ing mixed with. Hammond's Pradical Gated) Jm, 

Reflectively. a dv. [from reflexive.} In a backward direftion. 
Solomon tells us life and death arc in the power of the 
tongue, and that not onlydire&Jy in regard of the good or ill 
we may do to others, but rifimvtfy alfo, in refpea of what 
may rebound to omi'dves. Government of the Tongue. 

Refloa't. nftf. [re am\ float.] Ebb; reflux. 

1 he main float and refloat of the fca, is by confent of 
the univerfe, as part of the diurnal motion* ' Bacon. 
To Reflou Risn. v.a. [re mA fisurifh.} To ftourifli anew* 

Virtue given for loll 

Revives, refimrjhes^ then vigorous moft, 

Whcnmoft miadtive deem’d. Milton's A tonifies, 

1 O Rsflo w. V. n [refiner, Fr. re and flow,] fo flow back. 

ckm-hekt. adj. [refluent, Lat.] Running back; flowing 
back* 0 o 

The liver receives the refluent blood almoft from all the 

parts of the abdomen. Arlmthnot on Aliments . 

I elf, by what paths, 

Back to the fountain’s head the Tea conveys 

Rpff'v rfiluentrwcTs, and the land repays. Blackmon. 

Reflu x. n.fi. [reflux. It. rfluxus, Lat.j Backward courfe 
or water. 

Bcfides 

Mine own that ’hide upon me, all from me 
bhall with a fierce refinx on me redound. Milun 

The vanety of the flux and reflux of Furipus, or whether 
thefome do ebb and flow feven" times a day/isln^tl- 

t> * , Brown's Rubtir Err ours 
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To REFO'RM. v. n. [reform?, Lat. reformer, Fr.] To 
change from worfe to better, 

A fefl in England, following the very fame rule of policy, 
feeketh to reform even the French reformation, and purge out 
from thence alfo dregs of popery. liMusy l>. iv. /* 8* 

Seat worthier of Gods, was built 
With fecond thoughts, t eforming what Was old, Milton. 

May no fuch ftorm 

Fall on our times, where ruin muff reform. Dcnhanu 

Now lowering looks prefage approaching ftarms, 

And now prevailing love her face reforms. Dry den. 

One cannot attempt the perfect reforming the languages of 
the world, without rendering himfelf ridiculous. Loch* 

The example alone of a vicious prince will corrupt an age ; 
but that of a good one will not reform it* Swift , 

To RefoTm. v. 7t. To make a change from werfe to better* 
Was his doifrrine of the inafs ftruek out in this con- 
flldl ? or did it give him occafion of reforming in this 
point \ Atterbury* 

REFQ*RM. n.J [French.] Reformation. 

ReformaVion. n. f [reformation^ Fr* from reform.} 

1. Change from worfe to better. 

Never came reformation in a flood 
With fuch a heady current, fcow’ring faults ; 

Nor ever Hydra-headed wilFulnefs 

So foon did lofe his feat, as in this king. Shakefp. Henry V* 
Satire 1 allies vice into reformation. Dry den. 

The pagan converts mention Lhis great reformation of thofe 
who had been the greateft finners, with that fudden and fur- 
prffing change, \vhich the chriftian religion made in the lives 
of the moft profligate. Addtfon. 

2. The change of religion from the corruptions of popery to 
Its primitive ftate. 

The burden of the reformation lay on Luther's flioulders. 

Attcrhury. 

Refo'rmeR- n. f [from reform, j 

t. One who makes a change for the better ; an amender* 

Pub lick reformers had need firft pradiife that on their own 
hearts, which they purpofe to try on others. Ring Charles. 

The complaint * is more general, than the endeavours to 
red refs it: Abroad every man would be a reformer ^ how very 
few at home* Sprat's Sermons* 

It was honour enough, to behold the Eiiglifii churches 
reformed; that is, delivered from the reforiners. South. 

2, Thofe who changed religion from popiih corruptions and in¬ 
novations* 

Our firft reformers were famous Confeffors and martyrs all 
over the world. Bacon* 

To REFRA'CT v% [refradlus, Lat.] To break the na¬ 
tural comfe of rays. 

If its angle of incidence be large, and the refra&ive power 
of the medium not very ffroug to throw it far from the per¬ 
pendicular, it will be refractcd, Chcyncs Phil * Prim* 

Raj s of light are urged by the refracthig media. Cheyne* 
Ref rafted from yon eaftern cloud, 

1'he grand ethereal bow fiioots up* Thmfmu 

Refra ction. 7i, j. [ refrakfion^ Fr.j 

Refragon, in general, is the incurvatiibn or change of de¬ 
termination in the body moved, which happens to it vvhilft 
jt enters or penetrates any medittm : in dioptricks, it is the 
variation of a ray of light from that right line, which it would 
b*ive p.iifed on in, liad riot the denfitv of the medium turned 

itrafldc * . ^ Harris. 

Refrnthon, out of the rarer medium into the denier, is 
made towards the perpendicular. Newton's Opitds 

Refr a'ctj v E . adj. [from refract.] Having the power of re- 
iradii on. 

Thofe fuperficies of tranfparcnt bodies refledi the n-reatefl 
quantity oi light, which have die greateil refrafHn^ power ; 
that is, which intercede mediums that differ mof? in their 
rfraiitve denlities. New toss's Qpticks. 

Re t R ACTORINESS. »./. [from refraXo-y .J Sullen obltinaev. 

1 did never allow any man’s sefraihrinfls again if the pri¬ 
vileges and orders of the houiT. King Charles 

Great complaint was made by the prefbyterian-an- of mv 

Rm°\f 0bCy /- th r parUi,,ncnt '- s orikr ' Saundcrfm. 

R r n, A< Tt I |° kV ' a $‘ Fr. ref-sarins, Lat. and 

r°n l °|!I ,’ e , ; vntt ,' ?n re fiaelarjf. it is now accented on the 
brlt lylJaMe, but by Shakeffteme on the fecond*] Obfrm «te ■ 
perverfe; contumacious. ^ ‘ " J 

^ bcie is a law in each well-off eFd nation^ 

To curb thofe raging appetitf ^ th;it arc 
J\ 1 0fr difobedient and 7 f fraktor". Shui 

A rough hewn feaman, being brought before a wife juftice 
or fome nuklemcanor, was by him ordered to be lent aww 
to pi lion, and was refractory alter he heard his doom inlo" 
much M b= would no. «, foot ftom lhc rf 

b ""' “ ?», »= V tkan to 

Vulgar compliance with any illegal and " " ‘ 


like violent motions in_^ 

and ends in a rfradlory Allen nets. 
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extravagant ways, 
nature, foo:i grows weary of itlelf 
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King Charles. 
Refractory 











































































































































